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The reactivity of rankings: The production of rankings by the mass media reduces scientific diversity
Advocates of rankings claim that the CHE ranking objectifies a student's decision for a certain place of study. They say that -consulting the ranking -prospective students no longer only depend on mum's and dad's opinion, assuming they have studied themselves. Is this actually the case? And what evidence do we have for the reduction of diversity by rankings? These questions will be examined in more detail in the chapter.
Do rankings help in choosing a place of study?
Choosing a place of study is a decision a student does not take once and never again and it is influenced by a variety of factors. The state's task is to ensure good staffing and material resources wherever a subject is offered so that it can be made available as comprehensively as possible and with various opportunities for specialization. The universities, faculties and individual institutes must take greatest care in ensuring maximum originality of and quality in research and teaching when it comes to employing professors and recruiting staff. If all these factors are guaranteed, prospective students can choose a subject and a place of study without needing the assistance of rankings. Students may choose a location because it is close to homeor, rather, because it is far away, because friends study there or told them that the place is rather interesting, because the place of study offers a wealth of recreational and leisure facilities, because they have read an interesting interview in a newspaper with one or another of the professors at that place or because they have read a book by one of the professors.
If the student is not satisfied with his/her choice for any reason, subject and venue may be changed at any time. Here, too, various factors play a role. It is crucial to ensure that the student is satisfied with his/her studies and graduates successfully. In this context, the CHE ranking cannot help. It can, in contrast, even prevent satisfaction during studies, since orientation on the basis of a ranking makes the students rational optimizers who are constantly frustrated because they are unable to find the optimum. Choosing a place of study that is not at the top of the CHE ranking causes a feeling of being in the wrong place and doing the wrong subject, along with a feeling of inferiority compared to students at high-ranked venues. It has a negative effect on their motivation and their self-confidence. In turn, students at a higher ranked venue may develop a feeling of superiority and see themselves as part of an elite, although the CHE ranking in no way acts as an elite certification body. Nevertheless, they can also be disappointed with their study situation because it does not comply with the high expectations aroused by a high CHE rank. Hence, in sociology, for instance, high research reputation, high third-party funds and high publication figures in high-ranking journals can also mirror the fact that the professors have hardly any time
